
In the Unity Federation of Schools, we aim to provide a high quality history curriculum to inspire, chal-

lenge and engage children to understand more and be curious about the past. History is not only a 

stand alone subject but one that is embedded across subjects to deliver the National Curriculum in an 

engaging and exciting way. 

It is important, if children are to become great global citizens, that they understand the impact of history 

on our society today. It is our intention that children will learn about cultural, national and international 

history so that they can understand and celebrate our diverse society.  

In the Unity Federation we would like our curious children to recognise that our world is always changing 

and that they can be empowered and inspired to have high aspirations from the transferable skills learnt 

in history. 

Intent 

Our Statement 

 



IMPLEMENTATION continued 

The Threshold Concepts 

Our planning and assessment in history any structured around 4 main concepts 

Investigate and interpret the past 

 

 

 

This concept involves under-

standing that our under-

standing of the past comes 

from an interpretation of the 

available evidence. 

This concept involves us-

ing historical vocabulary 

and techniques to con-

vey information about 

the past. 

Communicate Historically 

 

 

Investigate and interpret the past 

 

 

 

This concept involves an un-

derstanding of how to chart 

the passing of time and how 

some aspects of history stud-

ied were happening at simi-

lar times in different places. 

Build an overview of world history 

This concept involves an ap-

preciation of the characteristic 

features of the past and an un-

derstanding that life is different 

for different sections of society. 



Our curriculum is concept led and knowledge based on the Chris Quiggley’s Essentials Curriculum. This en-

sures that we avoid teaching a broad overview and that children learn about historical concepts and 

events in great depth, with purposeful understanding. We carefully structure our curriculum so that children 

can build on skills and make connections in their learning. 

Our children in Reception learn about the concept of past and present. Through their play and interactions 

we encourage children to explore the lives of people around them and their roles in society. They explore 

how things change over time, looking at similarities and differences. 

In Key stage 1 we continue this learning by considering changes within living memory so they begin to un-

derstand how things constantly change and history is always being made. They develop sense of national 

identity by looking at national history, how their home has been shaped by people and events. 

In Key Stage 2 children start to learn about specific periods of time. We recognise that it is vital for children 

to understand when these events fit in chronologically. Due to the nature of a rolling programme we ensure 

children understand this with careful use of a timeline. Children will develop curiosity and learn the skills of 

being a historian using primary and secondary sources. 

IMPLEMENTATION 

Our Statement 



IMPLEMENTATION continued 

The Teaching and Learning 

Our curriculum is split into three milestones, one for each of our three mixed age classes. Teachers, 

use the threshold concepts to plan suitably challenging learning for the children in their class. 

 

 



IMPLEMENTATION continued 

The Teaching and Learning 



IMPLEMENTATION continued 

The Teaching and Learning 

Examples of Cultural Capital in History 

Trips to Gressenhall and Norwich Castle 

Experience days—The Great Fire of London, Vikings, Roman Empire 

Exploring our villages and local area 



At the Unity Federation we know nothing is learned unless it rests in pupils’ long-term memories.  

This does not happen, and cannot be assessed, in the short term. So to measure the impact of our his-

tory curriculum we try to explore the answers to two main questions: 

 How well are pupils coping with the curriculum content? 

 How well are they retaining previously taught content? 

IMPACT 

We explore this through: 

 
Assessing Learning:  

Before, during and after lessons. 

Using the assessment statements 

for each milestone. 

Monitoring:  

Subject leadership monitoring 

and Governor monitoring, fol-

lowing our monitoring schedule. 



IMPACT continued 

Progression through the milestones 



IMPACT continued 

Progression through the milestones 



IMPACT continued 

Progression through the milestones 



IMPACT continued 

Vocabulary Progression (Communicate Historically) 


