
At Unity Federation, we adopt Wittgenstein’s adage, that ‘the limits of our language are the limits of our 

world’. Learning to speak a foreign language should broaden our students’ horizons and their conscious-

ness. It should provide choices for future aspirations, whether it is to travel or live abroad, or to study lan-

guages in further education, eventually opening the door to areas of academia where the research is 

not primarily in English. The discipline also endows students with a conscious understanding of how lan-

guages work, supporting the learning of their native tongue, and of new languages encountered in Sec-

ondary education. Our intention is that all students will be able to communicate with confidence in a 

foreign language, expressing their thoughts and ideas and be able to respond to its speakers, in speech 

and in writing. Finally, we hope through the teaching of languages, to instil in our children an empathy, 

openness and curiosity for cultures, ways of thinking, beliefs and traditions other than their own, both in 

the U.K and abroad.  

Intent 

Our Statement 

 



At Unity Federation, we currently have a range of expertise in a range of languages, including French, 

Spanish, German, Greek and Latin. We believe in providing an immersive experience, where children have 

plenty of opportunity to encounter the language, rehearse it and then recall it appropriately in context. We 

use the national curriculum programmes of study, as well as the Primary Languages Strategy and Frame-

work, to ensure a progression of skills across Key Stage 2, corresponding to the ‘preliminary’ and 

‘breakthrough’ stages of the Languages Ladder. Children practise listening to the target language through 

songs, film and sound clips, orally rehearse phonics and sentence structures, read short extracts and also 

learn grammatical structures. Opportunities are provided to learn cooperatively, to practise asking and an-

swering questions, building up elements that lead towards conversation. We fully imbed languages through 

the Chris Quigley curriculum, so that all children are inspired to be the best they can be, and are supported 

appropriately.  

IMPLEMENTATION 

Our Statement 



IMPLEMENTATION continued 

The Threshold Concepts 

Our planning and assessment in MFL is  structured around 4 main concepts 

 

 

Listen 

Listen attentively to spoken language 

and show understanding by joining in 

and responding 

 Explore the patterns and sounds of lan-

guage through songs and rhymes and 

link the spelling, sound and meaning of 

words  

 

 

 

Read 

Read carefully and show understand-

ing of words, phrases and simple     

writing, 

Appreciate stories, songs, poems and 

rhymes in the language 

 

 

 

 

Write 

Write phrases from memory, and adapt 

these to create new sentences, to ex-

press ideas clearly. 

 

 Describe people, places, things and 

actions orally and in writing  

 

 

Speak 

Engage in conversations; ask and an-

swer questions; 

Express opinions and respond to those 

of others; 

Speak in sentences, using familiar vo-

cabulary, phrases and basic language 

structures   



IMPLEMENTATION continued 

The Teaching and Learning 

Our curriculum is split into three milestones, one for each of our three mixed age classes. Teachers, 

use the threshold concepts to plan suitably challenging learning for the children in their class. 

 

 



IMPLEMENTATION continued 

The Teaching and Learning 



At the Unity Federation we know nothing is learned unless it rests in pupils’ long-term memories.  

This does not happen, and cannot be assessed, in the short term. So to measure the impact of our his-

tory curriculum we try to explore the answers to two main questions: 

 How well are pupils coping with the curriculum content? 

 How well are they retaining previously taught content? 

IMPACT 

We explore this through: 

 
Assessing Learning:  

Before, during and after lessons. 

Using the assessment statements 

for each milestone. 

Monitoring:  

Subject leadership monitoring 

and Governor monitoring, fol-

lowing our monitoring schedule. 



IMPACT continued 

Progression through the milestones 



IMPACT continued 

Progression through the milestones 



IMPACT continued 

Progression through the milestones 



IMPACT continued 

Progression through the milestones 


